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WHY START A NEW PULMONARY/CRITICAL CARE JOURNAL?  

With apologies to Paul McCartney, “You'd think that people would have had enough of [pulmonary and 

critical care journals]. But I look around me and I see it isn't so” (1). With the inception of the Southwest 

Journal of Pulmonary and Critical Care (SWJPCC) we have several goals, not adequately filled by the 

present pulmonary and critical care publications. 

First, the primary goal of the SWJPCC is pulmonary and critical care medicine fellow education. The 

American College of Graduate Medical Education has placed increasing requirements for clinical 

education in post-graduate medical education while simultaneously increasing the requirements for 

scholarly activity for fellows and faculty, yet restricting fellow work hours (2). It seems that these 

conflicting goals are unrealistic, unless clinical scholarly activity can be incorporated into a training 

program. In starting the SWJPCC, we hope to fulfill the scholarly needs of both fellows and faculty while 

emphasizing clinical medicine through the publication of such time honored activities as case 

presentations and reviews of the literature. 

Second, peer-reviewed journals send articles out for review. While we will do the same, we have certain 

expectations of our reviewers. Unfortunately, reviewers are not always carefully chosen.  Sometimes 

inexperienced reviewers, feeling the need to establish themselves, indulge their own sense of self-

importance by becoming “nagging nabobs of negativism” (3) demanding the answer to “the ultimate 

question of life, the universe and everything” (4) before a manuscript will see the light of publication. 

While emphasizing the highest medical journal standards, we realize that fellow and faculty time is 

limited and we hope to be reasonable regarding expectations of our authors. 

Third, there has been a trend in some journals towards publishing articles emphasizing the “short-

comings” of physicians while emphasizing the virtues of identifying these “faults”. For example, the New 

England Journal of Medicine published an article from a health regulatory organization (the Joint 

Commission), touting improved healthcare through administration of the pneumococcal vaccine to 

adults (5). This article implied that physicians who did not provide this vaccination to their adult patients 

were delinquent, and the Joint Commission’s efforts “corrected” this deficiency. However, previous 

publications have shown that pneumococcal vaccination in older adults results in a slight increase in the 
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risk for hospitalization, but does not decrease mortality nor the risk for pneumonia (6), findings largely 

confirmed by a recent meta-analysis (7). Publication of articles substituting politics or opinions 

(especially when they are self-serving) for evidence-based care is not part of the mission of the SWJPCC. 

Last, the SWPCC aspires to be a resource for practicing physician education, emphasizing case 

presentations, clinical articles, review articles, imaging, and journal clubs. We hope this journal will be 

useful for busy clinicians, assisting them in better serving the needs of their patients while also providing 

insight regarding practice matters of interest to the pulmonary and critical care medicine community. 

With that, we begin. 

Richard A. Robbins, M.D. on behalf of the Editors 
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